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The Church has a long and varied engagement with justice and the delivery of a
range of welfare, education and community services.

Once this response was welcomed and encouraged by the majority of Australians.
Today the voice of the Church is challenged, often muted, if not ridiculed, for a
perceived lack of integrity, transparency and failure to respond to injustices within its
own life.

The voice of the Church itself on matters of social justice and human rights has also
been divided. Recent examples include the Church’s response to climate change,
indigenous affairs and human rights. The time has come for the Church to address
the many injustices which still exist within its own life as a prerequisite for regaining
a prophetic voice in an increasingly divided Australia.

The lecture will explore the role of the Church in the public domain with an emphasis
on the theme of justice as reflection of the nature of God and the place of the divine
in the darkest of life's experiences.
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